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Be a hero in your 
own back yard!
It doesn’t take super powers to 
make a difference in keeping 
our water clean.
Remember your actions have a direct 
impact on our water supply. Practice 
healthy living habits at home and in your 
yard. Encourage your neighbors to also 
take action against water pollution. 

COMMON SENSE DO’S
l Use pesticides and fertilizers sparingly. Organic mulch and 

pesticides are better alternatives than the chemical types.

l De-chlorinate your swimming pool before draining any of the 
water into your yard. Simply let the water sit for two days and the 
chlorine will evaporate. 

l Increase the amount of green space you have in your yard. 
Cover bare spots with vegetation or mulch to curb erosion.

l Plant vegetation that requires little watering and is native to the 
area you live. Direct downspouts towards your plants or grassy 
areas to help reduce the amount of watering that is necessary.

l Compost or recycle yard waste accordingly. Take grass clippings 
and other yard waste to your local compost station. 

COMMON SENSE DON’TS
l Do not apply any fertilizers or chemicals to your yard or garden if rain 

is in the forecast. Also, avoid putting any lawn care products on your 
driveway, sidewalk or street. Water run-off from your lawn will pollute 
local waters.

l Do not direct lawn clippings towards the street or sidewalk. Sweep up
yard debris rather than hosing them into storm drains.

l Do not leave pet waste in your yard. Pet waste contains bacteria  
that can contribute greatly to the contamination of local water.

l Do not clean paint brushes outdoors, clean paint brushes in your sink.

l Do not wash your vehicles on any paved area. Try to take your car to
the local carwash as much as possible. If you choose to wash your 
car at home, do so in a grassy area and use a phosphate free soap.

To get more information about the City of Waterloo’s approach to meeting the requirements of the Clean Water Act and NPDES Phase II requirements, please contact Waterloo’s Storm Water Quality
Management Department at 319-291-4312 or visit: www.waterloo-ia.org.  For additional information on clean water visit www.epa.gov/nps, www.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater, or www.sierraclub.org.

CLEAN WATER REALLY GROWS ON YOU. 

MAKING A FEW SMALL CHANGES 

EACH MONTH REALLY HAS A 

HUGE IMPACT ON OUR 

WATER SUPPLY. 

IT DOESN’T TAKE X-RAY 

VISION TO SEE THAT! 

Everyone has a part to play in preserving our water supply, 
and all of us can be Heros.


